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PRESS RELEASE FROM THE PREMIER. MR. DUNSTAN, 
NORTH ADELAIDE PLAINS WATER. 30.3.73 
Despite restrictions on the use of water on the North Adelaide 
Plains over the past two years the underground water tables 
have fallen by as much as three feet a year, the Premier and 
Mines Minister, Mr. Dunstan, said today. 
This has happened although actual consumption by market gardeners 
and other users was not as high as the maximum permitted level. 
Even at present levels the rate of water used was about four 
times the level of recharge. 
"The potential damage this could cause, ecologically and 
economically, is serious and accordingly the Government has had 
to re-assess water allocations, in the interests of the growers 
and the State as a whole", the Premier said. 
For the period from July 1 this year to June 30, 1974 a new 
formula will be applied. 
"This will provide for an allocation of the average annual use 
during 1971 and 1972 plus a margin of between five and ten 
per cent". 
The larger addition will be provided to wells with small 
allocations where seasonal factors could have a greater impact. 
Users who felt they required special treatment because of 
abnormally low usage during the past two years would have an 
opportunity to discuss the matter with the Mines Department. 
After these submissions had been considered, formal notices of 
allocations on the new basis would be issued, after which land-
holders would again have right of appeal to the Underground Water 
Appeal Board. 
Although the new system would not apply until July 1, Mr. Dunstan 
said he was making the announcement now to give present and 
potential landholders maximum notice. 
"The Government is very appreciative of the co-operation it has 
received and is anxious to keep faith with the users. 
"Detailed studies of possible alternative sources of water and 
the possible use of Bolivar effluent should be completed early 
next year. 
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"In the meantime it is imperative that restrictions should be 
applied in such a way as to protect the underground tables while 
ensuring that market garden production is not affected at this 
stage. 
"I believe the new formula will allow for this". 
Mr. Dunstan said figures since restrictions were first applied 
in November 1970 were; 
Total permitted annual withdrawal 8.5 thousand million gallon 
Average annual usage 4.5 thousand million gallons. 
Average recharge rate 1.1 thousand million gallons. 
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